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PREFACE
This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee
EL-034, Power Quality, to supersede AS 60038⎯2000, Standard voltages. After consultation with
stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand decided to develop
this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an Australian/New Zealand Standard.
The objective of this Standard is to specify standard voltage values which are intended to serve as
preferential values for the nominal voltage of electrical supply systems, and as reference values for
equipment and system design.
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This Standard does not apply to voltages representing or transmitting signals or measured values,
standard voltages of components and parts used within electrical devices or items of equipment.
This Standard is an adoption with national modifications and has been reproduced from IEC 60038,
Ed.7.0 (2009), IEC standard voltages.
Variations to IEC 60038:2009 are indicated at the appropriate places throughout this Standard.
Strikethrough (example) identifies IEC text, tables and figures which, for the purpose of this
Australian Standard, are deleted. Where text, tables or figures are added, each is set in its proper place
and identified by shading (example).
There are mandatory footnotes (footnote b) and c)) applicable to Table 2, d.c. and a.c. traction
systems.
Additional information on highest and lowest voltage values according to IEC and ANSI is given in
Appendix ZZ.
AS 61000.3.100, Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC)⎯Limits⎯Steady state voltage limits in public
electricity systems, describes how to monitor power systems and apply the limits set in AS 60038 (this
Standard).
As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies:
(a)

Its number appears on the cover and title page while the International Standard number appears
only on the cover.

(b)

In the source text ‘this publication’ should read ‘this Australian Standard’.

(c)

A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the Annex or
Appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ Annex/Appendix is only for information and
guidance.
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